How SHIELD Ministries’ Calculates and Uses Recidivism Data
Recidivism is based on arrests
Background checks are run on students enrolled in the previous during the 3-years who have exited the post-release program to identify arrests that are not already known (SHIELD also captures 1 and 2 year arrest data.)
Reporting year is for 3 years prior.  For example, on the 2025-year report, students’ recidivism rates for those enrolled in 2022 are being reported.
If a student is re-admitted in the program after being arrested, then recidivism tracking restarts again for the next 3 years, meaning, a student could be counted in multiple reporting periods.  
SHIELD Ministries captures arrest data in the following categories:
· Probation Violation – An arrest resulting from a failure to comply with the conditions or requirements of probation supervision, such as missed appointments, failed drug tests, or failure to complete court-ordered obligations.  New offences are also considered a probation violation, but SHIELD Ministries captures new offences separately in one of the other categories.
· Crime Against a Person – An offense involving harm or threatened harm to another individual. These crimes may include assault, robbery, domestic violence, homicide, kidnapping, or other acts directed toward a person. 
· Other/Property Crime – An offense involving the theft, destruction, or unlawful use of another person’s property or other crime without direct physical harm to a victim. Examples include burglary, larceny, vandalism, motor vehicle theft, and shoplifting. 
· Drug-Related Crime – An offense involving the possession, use, manufacture, distribution, or trafficking of illegal drugs or controlled substances, including violations related to drug paraphernalia or prescription misuse.








